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Miniſterial Artifice 
DETECTED. 


PART I. 


N Politicks there are two ſorts 
of Arts daily practiſed by 
Miniſters, the Art of govern- 
ing, and the Art of gdeceiv- 
nnn the People; the former 
| by wife Men, who know how 
to govern; and are therefore rarely forc'd to 
deceive; the latter by weak Men, who do 
not know how to govern, and are therefore 
always forc'd to deceive, Of this laſt Sort, 
a more glaring Inſtance has not of late Years 
appeared, than the Pamphlet under my 
Conſideration, The Diſcount to which /aft 
at's "2 : Winter's, 


1M 


— 


3 


Winters Subſcription had fallen, and the yet 


greater Diſcount it was like to fall to, by 
ſome of our Miniſters endeavouring to make 
a Job of it, reduc'd them to the Neceſſity 
of accepting a Peace upon any Terms, in 
order to fave themſelves and their Friends 
from that Ruin with which they were 
threatned, by. their. not being able to comply 
with the Payments upon thoſe vaſt Sums 


they had ſubſcrib'd, in hopes of ſelling out 


at an advanc'd Price, before the Second or 
Third Payment came due. 


This was their Motive, and this: I 1 
was their only Motive for ſubmitting to Pre- 
liminaries, which even they had but half a 


Ter before rejected with Diſdain. When 


they thus found themſelves under a Neceſ- 
ſity to accept of ſuch Preliminaries, they 
foreſaw, tho' their F oreſight was never 


thought extraordinary, that the People of 
this Kingdom would be apt to find Fault 


with any Peace that could be the Effect of 


ſuch Preliminaries. For this Reaſon, all the 
.cunning Fellows in their Pay, and God knows 


they are not many, were ſet to work, to 
contrive Methods for deceiving the good 


People of England, ſo far at leaſt as to make 


them believe the Peace good, till they ſhould 


be convinc'd of the contrary, by feeling its 
Effects. At laſt ſome one of theſe Tools, 
more , or, perhaps, better paid. than 


the 


; ( EE 
the reſt, for * Pay is the Apollo af all 
their t and the Mercury of all their Po- 
liticians; J ſay, at laſt ſome one of them 
hit upon this Expedient, that a Pamphlet 
ſhould be wrote in French, highly reflecting 
upon the Preliminaries, as diſhonourable to 
the. Houſe of Bourbon, and injurious to the 
Kingdoms of France and Spain; and to 
make this paſs for the genuine Production of 


ſome of Marſhal Count Saxe's Friends, theſe _ 


Preliminaries were likewiſe to be repreſent- 
ed as injurious to him, and to the Empreſs 
Queen of Hungary. 


| The Plan being thus laid, it was whiſ⸗ 
pered about, and I remember to have heard, 
above three or four Months ago, that ſuch a 
Pamphlet had been wrote, and ſent to the 
Preſs at Liege ; ; but that the French had got 
Notice of it, and had, without aſking Leave, 
ſent a Body of their Archers into the City of 
Liege, and not only ſeiz d the Impreſſion, 
but alſo the Author, To this it was added, 
that ſeveral Letters had been ſeiz'd in the 
Author's Cuſtody, from which it appear d, 
that he was ſet on, and furniſh'd with Ma- 
terials by Marſhal Count Saxe; but however, 
that one of our great and wiſe Miniſters. 
abroad had found Means, by his extraor- 
dinary Intelligence, to procure a Copy of 
it, which he had ſent to his Friend, one 
' of our great and wiſe Miniſters here at 


Home. 


1 
Home. Another Circumſtance was added, 
that the unfortunate Author was a ow, 5 
which, indeed, even at that time, made me 
ſuſpect ſomething of a Forgery. 


Whether ſuch a Pamphlet was printed af 
Liege, and ſein d by the Freneh, together 
with the Author, is what 1 ſhall not pre- 
tend to determine; for ſuppoſing this Fact 
to be true, I am perſuaded that it was not 
wrote by the Order, or with the Connivance 
of Marſhal Count Saxe, or any French Mi- 
niſter whatever ; and I am further perſuaded, 
that no Man would attempt to write and pub- 
liſh ſuch a Pamphlet Abroad, without ſome 
high Support. It is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, 
that any French ot Spaniſh Miniſter would 
be at the Expence of getting ſuch a Pam- 
phlet wrote and printed; becauſe in abſolute 
Monarchies an Appeal to the People, as all 
Pamphlets muſt be underſtood to be, is 


dteemed one of the higheſt Affronts that can 


be offered to the Sovereign: For the fame 
Reaſon we cannot ſuppoſe, that it was wrote 


at the Inſtigation of the Republick of Genoas : 


From the Nature of it, we cannot preſume | 
the Court of Vienna, or the King of Sardi- 
aia gave any Encouragement 5 its being 
wrote or publiſh'd ; and therefore we muſt 
conclude, that this Pamplet muſt be the 
Production of ſome Engliſß or Dutch Mini- 

ſter. As to the Dutch, conſidering the Dan- 
. J 


4 7) 5 
ger they were in, and the real Advantages 
that ſeem to be ſtipulated for them by theſe 
Preliminaries, their new Miniſters had no 
Occaſion for being at any Expence in de- 
 ceiving them; and they knew that their Party 
in Holland would be Bd of any Peace that 
ſhould free them, from the imminent Dan- 
ger they were expos'd to, and eſtabliſh them 
min the Poſſeſſion of that Power, which the 
ridiculous Middle-way Conduct of their Pre- 
deceſſors, and the A of the Mob had 
put into their Hands. 


Every unbias'd Reader will tee in 
my Opinion, conclude, that the Author was 
ſet on by ſome: Enghſh Miniſter, and re- 

warded with a large Sum of Engh/h Money 
in Hand, beſides great Promiſes. in futuro; 
and this he will be confirmed in by the 
Stile and Manner in which it is wrote. 
When] firſt heard of it, I remember, I aſk d 
the Right Honourable Perſon who told me 
of it, whether he had read it; and , upon his 
telling me he had, I fuppoſed that it fell 
foul upon our Conduct, and made that the 
chief Reaſon why the French ſhould have 


cContinued the War; becauſe from ſuch Con- 
duct they had every thing to hope, and no- 


thing to fear. 


— be does not ſay a Word againſt our 
Conduct, but aſcribes their whole Succeſs to 


the Providence of God, which had 5 Plain- 
ly 


No ſuch thing, anſwers his 


(5) 

ly manifeſted itſelf in the late Events of the 
War. Upon this I began to ſuſpe& the 
Anvil on which this Piece had been forged ; 

and that it would, at a proper Seaſon, be 
printed and publiſh” d here in England: Tho- 
good Manners prevented my expreſſing ſuch 
Suſpicions to a Perſon of high Rank, who, 
I knew, had a very cloſe Connection with 
the principal Perſons at the FRO of Affairs 


in this — 


What. Men ** call the Providence - 
God Almighty, or the Bleſſing of God upon 
their Arms, in order, from thence, to draw 
an Argument for the Juſtice of their Cauſe, I 
ſhall not ſcruple to call, The Forture of War ; 
and the Fortune of War is ſo fickle, that it 
can never be a good Argument for a Nation 9 
continuing a War, when it can have reaſon- 
able Terms of Peace: But the bad Conduct 
of our Enemies, and Succeſs flowing from 
that Cauſe, is 10 ſubſtantial a Reaſon for our 
inſiſting upon high Terms, that -I am ſure 
the Argument would not have been left 
wholly untouch'd by any Frenchman, who 
really deſigned to ſhew, that his Country- 
men ought not to have agreed to the late 
Preliminaries for a Peace. This Neglect is 
ſo manifeſt a Proof of the Pamphlet's being 
defign'd for ſome other Purpoſe, that if T 
had been to adviſe ſuch a Pamphlet as this, 


and _ ſuch a Purpoſe as this was really, I 
believe, 


3 1 
believe, deſigned for, I ſhould have advi- 
ſed ſome Reflettions upon our Conduct, in or- 
der to prevent any Suſpicion of the true De- 
fign ; but this, it ſeems our wiſe Miniſters 
could not bear, becauſe it was, I ſuppoſe, 
bitting them on the fore Heel. 


Another ſtrong Proof of this Pamphlet's 
being wrote with a Deſign to impeſe upon and 
decerve the good People of England, is the 
critical Time at which it makes its publick 
Appearance in the World. If it had been 
wrote at the Inſtigation of any one but an 
Engh/h Miniſter, and the whole Impreſſion 
ſcized, in ſuch an illegal Manner by the 
French, how came our Miniſters to get a 
Copy of it? For where the Impreſſion was, 
there I ſuppoſe was the original Copy alſo ; 
and though that Branch of qur publick Ex- 
pence called ſecret Service Money, 1s always 
very extraordinary, eſpecially if we include 
the 3000 J. allowed to each of our princi- 
pal Secretaries of State for that Purpoſe, yet 
it is well known, that a much greater Part 
of it is employed againſt the demeſizck Ene- 


mies of the Adminiſtration, than againſt the 


foreign Enemies of the Peaple, therefore it 
is not very probable, that our Miniſters 
could get a Copy of a Pamphlet, which 
none ot the other Miniſters could come at 


and I muſt preſume, that if the imperial 
5 * C Miniſters 


1 
Miniſters could have come at a Copy, it 
would long ſince have been publiſhed abroad, 
and foon ofter republiſhed. m Exgland. But 
the French had, it ſeems, ſo effectually de- 
moliſhed the Preſs, the Imprefſion, and the 
original Copy, and ſo welt ſecured the Au- 


_ thor, though in a City where they had 20 


Juriſcliction, that no one Copy could be 
met with, except that which was procure 
by our active and diligent Miniſter at Aix- 
la Chapelle; and this Copy has been fo 
cloſely kept, that it could never ſee the 
Light, till a few Days after the definitive 
Treaty was ſigned, and a few 'Weeks before 
the Meeting of” the, Britiſh Farliament. 


This to me is a d convincing Proof, that 


our Miniſters had a Copy of it before it | 


was ſent to the Prefs, that ſome of them 
were the Cauſe of its being ſent to the Preſs, 
and perhaps the Cauſe of the Impreſſion's 
being ſeized by the French, in order to ren- 
der it the more authentick, and the more 
ardently ſought after. As long as the 
Terms of the Peace they had made, could 
be concealed, they had no Occaſion for any 
publick Vindication of them, but as thoſe 
Terms, whatſoever they are, cannot now 
be long concealed, this Pamphlet! is ſent out 
to the World, in order to convince us, that 
this Peace is a moſt diſhonourable and dif- 


advantageous 
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* — one for the Houſe of Bcurtan, 
and conſequently a good one for England. | 


1 / \ . 
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So much for the true Deſign of this 


Pamphlet, and now I ſhall proceed to ex- 
amine the Arguments which the Author 
makes uſe of for ſhewing, that the Preli- 
mi naries, ſuppoſing them to be ſuch as 
were publiſhed, were diſhonourable and 
diſadvantageous for the Houſe of Bourbon. 
In general I muſt allow, that the Author 
has plaid the Part he was to act very tolera- 
bly; except in that of not talking contempti- 
bly of our Conduct, and highly extolling the 
Conduct of his Countrymen. In every 
Page, he aſſumes the Frenchman, and never 
ſticks at aſſert ing the moſt glaring Falſhoods, 
when he thinks, they will ſerve his purpoſe, 
According to this Method, he begins with 
a moſt notorious. one: He ſays, that the 
Kingdoms of France and Spain were in the 
moſt 1 and flouriſhing Condition, and had 
every C rcumſtance deciſive in their Favour, 
when the Negotiations, ; for. a Peace, were 
un. Can any one agree to this, who 
conſiders. the interior Circumſtanees either 
of France or Spain? With regard to the 
latter, it is very well known, that the Kihg- 
dom of Spain has, for many Years paſt, 
been drained both of Men and Money, ys 
ſupporting. the 00d. en Projects of i its 
«wif | 22 Queen. 


„ 
Queen-Confbrt, now Queen-dowager, in 


Truly. Tis true, they got ſome Years ago, 
by the Pufillanimity, or ſomething worſe, 
of our then Miniſter, one of their royal In- 
fants eſtabſiſnhed in the Kingdom of the two 
Sicilies. But was this of any Advantage to 


Spain? On the Contrary it has always been 


an Incumbrance; for they have been ever 


fince, and will probably for many years to 


come, be obliged to maintain an army of 


Spaniſh Troops there, for ſupporting their 
_ royal Infant in his new acquired Kingdom; 


and the preſent War has ſhewn, that it cart 
be of no Service to them in any War u 


happen to be engaged | in. 


Befides this; their" Returns of Treafare 
from Mexico and Peru, which is the prin. 


cipal Support both of the Crown and Pes 


ple of Spain, had been very · much inter- 


ropted, and a predt Taft of it intetee ted; 


by the War- Ships of this Nation: heit 
Commerce had be entirely ruined, and. 
their American Settlements ſupplied 9 5 all 
Sorts of Commodities they wanted, 
Means of the contraband Trade, which ha 
been ppened by our deſtroying their Forts 
at Porto- Bel and ( vugra, and preventing 
their Guarda Cuts from daring to look out 
of their Harb6urs ; ſo that not only the 


* loft bis n. but his * all 
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I South and North America, were apon 


(13) 
the Profits, upon the Goods which former: 
ly uſed to be ſent out and brought Home 
by their Ga/teons and Regifter-Ships, and by 
them only: And theſs Misfortunes were 
daily growing upon them, in Proportion as 
this Nation began to find out the true uſe, 
and to make a er Application, of wed 

ſuperior Forces at Sea and in * | 


In theſe cines can any one but 
A2 Frenchman, or one who aſſumes the French- 
wan, ſay, chat the 4 ut of Spain was 
in the moſt happy and flouriſhing Condition; 
and then with Regard to the interior Con- 
— of France, the Falſhood is ſtill more 
Their Commerce, which was the 
9 was very near 
tuined, and in one Year more would have 
been : abſolutoly undone: Their Navy was 
ed without any Hopes of reſtoring it; 
daring the War: Their Plantations both it 
ths 
Point of giving themſelves up to any Nation 
that could give them daily Bread, and con! 
Fquently to this Nation only: Their Coord 
try was ſo exhauſted of Men, chat it -was 
with Diffeulty they matte their laſt Leb ies 1 
Their Noblefſe, who, in that Oœuntry, ſerv 
— — Armies at their o] proper EK. 
were reduced | almoſt tb the laſt 
Peony, by we org Continuance and Ex. 


pence | 


( 14 ) | 
pence of rhe War: Their Poor were loads 
with ſuch heavy Taxes as raiſed dangerous 
Inſurrections in — Parts of the King+ 
dom: Their Merchants were, every Day, 
breaking for Millions of French Livres; and 
to conclude all, their People were ſtarving 
for want of Bread, which they could no 
way have but by the Affiance or Permiſſ jon 
of . 


3 21 


3 Theſe 8 ee 1 oc of 
| France, at the Time the: late Negotiations 
for a Peace were entered upon at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, and from theſe let any one judge 

whether that Kingdom was then zu the moſt 

happy and flouriſhing Conditions! Now as to 
the Situation af theſe two Kingdoms with 

Regard to Foreign Affairs, and firſt 1 ſhall 

DI the Situation of Sin. I have al- 

y bſerved, that the Kingdom of Spain 
ha for Man yn Near, been drained, both of 

Men. and Money by the ambitious Pro- 

jects. of its Queen Conſort, or gather, Queen 

Regent, to Which I thall add, that it had 

been; at the ſame time, made the Cats 

Paw by FRANCE, for interrupting the Trade 

and Commerce of England. By theſe means 

the Sporuards\ had; been, for, many Years, 
in almoſt a continual State f War with 
thoſe two P OWRers, . ;whols, Friendſhip they 

opghtito, court ann the greateſt n 


595. 


8 
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(15) 
When I ſay this, I believe, every Man but 
a Frenchman, or an Italiani l Spaniard will 
ſuppoſe I mean the Houle of Auſtria and 
England. As Spain is not by itſelf alone a 


Match for France, either by Sea or Land; 


the Shaniards muſt court an Alliance with 
the Houſe of Auſtria; for ſupporting them 
by Land, and with England for ſupporting 
them by Sea, againſt France; for- unleſs 
they do this, their Crown muſt become ab- 
 folutely dependent upon the Crown-of France, 
which is the only Nation' that can attack 
them by Land, and a Nation that is power- 
ful enough to ſubdue them in two or three 


Campaigns, ſhould none of the other Pow. - 


ers of Europe come to their Relief, and 
none of them they could expect, if both 
England and the Houſe of Auſtria ſhould 
refuſe to be of the Party; therefore it is the 


true Intereſt of Spain, not only to cultivate 


a continual Friendſhip and Alliance with 
the Houſe of Auſtria and England, but to 


be as jealous as any other State in Europe of 


any Addition or Increaſe to We: TRE] or 
Dominions of: France. 


This, 1 iy, is the true here of Spain, 
and it is hardly poſſible this Intereſt ſhould 


be interrupted by any contrary Intere/t; for 


neither Ambition nor Intereſt can ever tempt 
the Houſe of Auftrta to fall out with Spain; 
if 


(6) 
if che Latter forms no Schemes af. Co nqueſt 


or Eſtablichment in Italy, which = Sha- | 


mares never will, if directed by their own 
Intereſt only; becauſe the making and ſup- 
porting ſuch Conqueſts or Ectabliſhments, 
will always coſt them more than they can 
bring in, and what is much worſe for Spain, 
they will drain them of their People, which 
that Kingdom can lefs ſpare 49 any other 
Country in Furepe. Then with Regard to 
England, it is certain that England will ne- 
Ver attempt to make any Conqueſts upon 
Spain in Europe, and very improbable they 
ſhould cver — . any ſuch Thing in Ame- 
rica; the only Cauſe of Conteſt. PRO. 
that can ever ariſe between the two Na- 
tions, mot roceed from the  Engh/b Poſ- 
ſeffion of Port-mabon and Gibr +. yon 
what the Spaniards. call the Conran 
Trade in America. As to Porr-mabon and 
Gibraltar, their being in \ "the Poſſeſſion of 
England will always be| of Advantage to 
— by e the French in awe, and 
preventing their uſurping the Dominion of 
the Mediterranean; and it never can be of 
any real Detriment to the Crown- or Peo- 
ple of Spain, becaule it is ſo eaſy to prevent 
the carrying op of any. ſmuggling ade 
between Gibraltar and the Southern Part of 
their Dominions. And as to the Contra- 
band Trends | in America, Ele has Ajay 
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1 ; 
deen willing to allow the Shaniards to pre- 
vent it by any Method confiſtent with her 
Trade and Navigation in the American Seas, 
and by ſuch Methods it may be almoſt en- 
tirely prevented; ſo that if ever any. Conteſt 
happens between the two Nations upon this 
Account, it muſt be the Fault a ain, and 
not of England. 825 3 
From this Arpt of iti true Here 
of Sparn, it is evident, that in the preſent 
War the Spaniards found themſelves in Al- 
Hance with the only State in Europe, whoſe 
Increaſe of Power they have Reaſon to dread, 
and at War with the only teu States in Eu- 
rope, whoſe Power Ther” can truſt to, for 
preſerving the Independency of their Mo- 
narchy. Can this be ſaid to be a Circum- 
ſtance deciſive in fayour of that Kingdom? 
Can ſuch a Falfhood be aſſerted by any Man 
hut a Frenchman, or one who aſſumes that 
Character? 375 | 1 
The Gircuthſtchices as Mis with re- 
gard to Foreign Affairs, come next under 
my Conſideration; aud tho”; „ In the preſent 
War, that Nation had; by the unaccounta- 
ble Miſconduct of f its Enemies, met with 
extraordinary Sücceſs in Flanders, yet the 
Circumſtances of Europe were far from being 


favourable for them; and to demonſtrate 
ö — | this 


(WY 
this I muſt obſerve, that as France is ſupe- 
rior at Land to any one of its Neighbours 
upon the Continent of - Europe, the only 
thing they have to fear, is a frang Confede- 
racy againſt them; and to prevent this, will, 
always be the, governing Maxim of every 
prudent French Miniſter. From the mu- 
tual Conteſts that often ariſe among the 
other Powers of Europe, a Conjuncture 
may happen when France may ſee it almoſt 
impoſſible to form a ſufficient Confederacy 
againſt her; and then, indeed, ſhe may give 
her Ambition its full Scope. Such a 1. * 
juncture did actually happen, by the Obſti- 
nacy of the Court of Vienna, upon the Death 
of the Emperor Charles the VIth. and France 
did accordingly endeavour to make the pro- 
per Advantage of it; but by the good Cunduct 
of the Queen .of Hun ary's Miniſters and 

. | Ge or rather by — bad Canduct of the 

1 French, their 3 were at laſt diſap- 

; pointed. Their Armies were drove out of, 
Germany, with the Loſs of above 65000 
Men of their be/# Veteran Troops, as I have 
been certainly inform'd, by thoſe who had 
an Opportunity to know the Truth: They 
were deſerted by all the Princes, their Allies, 
in Germany : I heir Allies, the Swedes, were 
forc'd to ſubmit to a Peace with the Muſco- 
vites: At laſt, their greateſt Enemy was cho- 

ſen N of ** and the Empi ke . 

Wit 


( iy ) 

with great Difficulty, kept 'from declaring 
War againſt them, Thus they loſt the-beſt 
Opportunity that ever offer'd, for carrying 
their ambitious Projects into Execution; and 
from that Moment every wife Man in Prance 
ſaw, that a Peace was become neceffary for 
them; becauſe, by bad Succeſs in the War, 
they were in Danger of being undone; and 
by good Succeſs, they would be brought 
into that Danger which it is their chief 
Maxim to avoid, to wit, 4 Power * 
ay e them. 55 


This laſt Dizider: woultt liars kave 
been brought upon them, long before laſt 
Winter, if either the late Magiſtracy in Hul. 
land Dad done their Duty, or if what was ſaid 
to have been the Advice of a late Miniſter 
in England, had been followed; ſo that the 
French Succeſs in the Netherlands, and the 
Salvation of their Commerce and Colonies, 
were rather owing to the Miſconducs of their 
Enemies, than to their own Power, or the 
Chance of War ; and in this Reſpect they 
ſaw, that a very material Change had been 
begun, and carried a great Length, by the Be- 
ginning of laſt Winter. The Form of Govern- 
ment, as well as the Magiſtracy, in Holland 
nad been changed; thoſe that were F riends to 
France in that Country, had been, or were 
in a fair way of being every one outed, and 
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Navy, they Yall not make — var 
upon England; nor could they attack the 
German Dominions of the Tha reſs Queen 
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ſuch Men brought into Power as would, in 
all Probability, act with the utmoſt Vigour 
againſt France ; and in England they had be- 
gun to exert the Power of their matchleſs 
Navy in a proper manner, and hadl at laſk 


apply'd in an effectual manner to the Em- 


pire of Rigſia; by which means that pow 
erful Empire was become a Party in the 
Confederacy againſt the French, and n 


the Influence of their Friends in RY 


| began to Ende.” 


But this was not all: The French had ſtill 


A greater Mis fortune to ſtruggle with. In 


Ttaly it was hardly poſſible for them to puſh 


the War with any Succeſs, becauſe their 
Enemies were Maſters of the Sea; and this 
they knew very well, tho they made a Shew 
Th hx puſhing it there, in order to kee . the 22 


of Spain in good Humour: As t 


of Hungary; and if they purſued their At- 
tack upon the United Provinces with Suc- 


| ceſs, they were almoſt ſure of bringing the 


Germanick Body into the Confederacy againſt 


them. Thus, I think it is evideat, that the 


French were in the Situation I have men- 
tioned ; By bad Succeſs they were in-Dan- 


. ger of ee 5 by good Succeſs 


they 


& 
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they were in Danger of raiſing a Confede- 
Tacy againſt them, by which they would 
at laſt, in all human Probability, be undone ; 
and will any one ſay that this was a Circum+ 
ſtance deciſive in their Favour? 


. Againſt ſuch a Confederacy as would pro- 
bably have been the Effect of the Frenth 
a Hb their Succeſs againſt Holland, they 
| bad no Chriſtian Reſource: They might 
have made their Application to the Ottoman 
Empire, and it is confidently aſſerted they 
did; but from the Reception it met with, 
they had no Hopes of any Aſſiſtance fra 
- thence; and the —— of that Empire, 
during the War in Queen Ann's time, was 
a Proof that France can never depend 
the Ottoman Power for ſaving her 
from Perdition; therefore, when he” finds 
herſelf defeated. in any of her ambitious 
Views, and a powerful Confederacy formed, 
or like to be formed againſt her, ſhe has no 
certain Reſource but — of concluding a 
Peace upon the beſt Terms the can get. This 
has been the Conduct of the Court of France, 
ever ſince Cardinal Richlieu eſtabliſh'd the 
Power, and gave Birth to the Ambition of 
that Crown. This was the Cauſe of the 
Peace at Aix-la-Chapelle in 1668, of the, 
Peace at Nimeguen in 1679, of the Peace at 
Ss in 1697, and of that at Utrecht in 


1713, 


62² 

1713, which laſt had been long ſought for, 
and at laſt, by Chance, obtain'd by France ; ; 
at all which Treaties the French made great 
Conceſſions, but not fo great as they tight 
have been fore*'d to, had the Confederates 
known their Strength, and been faithful to 
each other; and it is to be fear'd, that the 
Caſe will now appear to be the ſame, with 

reſpect to this ſecond Treaty at Aix-la-Cha- 

felk;" for if the French be allowed to begin 

a War, as often as the Circumſtances of 

Europe furniſh them with a favourable Op- 
portunity' to make' Conqueſts, before any 

i Confederacy can be formed againſt them, 
4 and always to retain ſome Part of thoſe Con- 
queſts by the enſuing Treaty of Peace, their 
Monarchy - will at laſt grow fo great and 
powerful, that it will! be very difficult, if 
not impoſſible, to form a iſficient Confe- 
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This which duke de- firſt Para ROY of 
my ſham French Author's Imad, . 
thought neceſſary to diſcuſs in a full and am- 
ple manner; becauſe, through his whole 
Performance, he takes what he thus, like 
| a true Frenchmen, aſſerts for granted, and 
| argues as if the French, at the Beginning 
| of this laſt Summer, had the Ball at their 
1 Foot, and might preſcribe what Terms they 


pleas'd to their Enemies; whereas it will, I 
think, 


Wee 


. ... * 
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think: appear from what I have ſaid, . tha 
the French, notwithſtapding their Succeſs ; in 
the Netherlands, ran t he greateſt Riſk by 
the Continuance of the War, and conſe- 
quently that inſtead of preſeribing, they 
might have been preſcribed to by their Ene- 
mies, if the confederated Negotiators at Aix- 
la-Chapelle had known the true State of Eu- 
rope, and had not allowed. themſelves. to be 
biaſſed by any anden and ſelfiſh Coplide-1 
rations. 
I hall give mylelf g no >T couble ib any 
other Paragraph of my ſham Frenchmans 
Introduction except the laſt, where, he 
ſays, it is of the utmoſt Conſequence even 
to the Nations confederated againſt the Houſe 
of Baurbon to cement a ſolid Peace, and a 
fincere and perfect Reconciliation, between 
them and that Houſe. So far we agree: 
With him I am of Opinion, that this 1s of the 
utmoſt Conſequence, not only to the Na- 
tions now contederated 7 f that Houſe, 5 
but to all the Nations in Europe; but then 
we differ as to the Means. He ſays, that 
the Way to do this, is to prevent the Heads 
of that Houſe from ever having Occaſion to 
repent. the immenſe Sacrifices which, by 
their natural Magnanimity and Moderation, b 
they may be induced to make for a Peace; 
becauſe, ſays 8 a Peace bought, too dear 
can 


| (4). 

can never long continue. Now, I fay, 
that the only Way of coming at this ſa- 
lutary End, is not to trouble our Heads about 
their having Occaſion to repent, or to ex- 
pect any Thing from their Moderation or 
Magnanimity, which has never yet appeared 
to any one but a Frenchman, but to compel 
them to make fuch Conceſſions as ſhall leave 
them no Room for Repentance, and for that 
Purpoſe not only to form, but to preſerve 
ſuch a Confederacy in Europe, as ſhalt keep 
the Heads, or at leaſt the principal Head 
of that Houſe always in Terror; for from 
long Experienee we may learn, that the 
principal Head of that Houſe never made 
Peace, till he was compelled to do ſo by 
a powerful Confederacy being formed againſt 
him, and always treacherouſly broke it as 
ſoon as he found himſelf free from the Fe 
of a ſuch e 18 


To prove this P (hall give a brief Hiſtory 
of the French Wars and Treaties for near 
a Century . paſt. In the Year 1664, the 
French having found Means to kindle a War 
between Englend and Holland, and being. 
thereby Fs | from the Dread of a powerful 
Confederacy againſt them, they took that 
— to attack the Necker land then 
in Poſſeſſion of Spain, and conquered a =_ 
Part of them; but the King of England 
his 
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not only made Fe with n Ha bur 
formed ige way called the tripp le e 
between E gland, Holland, and &. 
the Preſervation of the Netherlands, A 
French were forced to agree to a Paace, at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, whereby they agreed to re 
ſtore” the greateſt Part of what the 19 
conquered in the Nerberlandi, 2 Re- 
ſtitution or Sacrifice was not owing to their 
Magnanimity or Moderation, but the Fear 
they were under that Spain, with the Aſſiſt. 
ance of the Emperor; and of the aid tripple 
League, would foon have been able to take 
all back again, and to make them pay dear 
for the unjuſt Invaſion. they had made, How 
ever, they, at that Time, took Cate to ce 
ſerve, and the unſeaſonable Averſigg of Eng- 
land ind Holland to a War allowed them 40 
reſerve the Towns and Places of Gbprieray, . 
Binch, . Aeth, Hort 4 Searp,  Ondengrd, 
Liſle, \ Armentiers,.. 0 0 ee e 3 
Furnes, with their, penden EOS: 125 


Ap ain, in 2 907 Sund means to 
kind a new War between Eagland and 
Holland, and being thus again ſet free from 
the Dread of any & nfederacy againſt them, 
they not only made themſelves, Maſters of 
moſt of 5 Spariſh Netherlands, but were 
very near making a Conqueſt of the united © 


Provingee.” This, very juſtly, raiſed the 
| Jealouſy 
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Jealouſy of England, ſo that the Parliament 
prevailed wich the King to clap up a Peace 


with the Dutch ; and the King of Spain, the 


Emperor, and at laſt the whole Germanick 
Body, having declared War againſt the French, 


they began to be afraid, that the King of 


England, would join the Confederacy againſt 


them, becauſe in the Beginning of the Year 


1678, he recalled his Forces out of their 
Service, and actually entered into a defenſive 
Alliance with the Dutch. It was the Dread 
of this, and not any Magnanimity or Modera- 
tion in the French, that obliged them to agree 


to à Peace at Nimeguen, by which they reſto- 


red many Places they had conquered ; but 
here again they took Advantage of the Dutch 
Fondneſs for Peace, and the King of Eng- 


- Jand's Averſion to War, by which Means 
4 they got leave to reſerve the whole Pro- 

vince called Franche Compte, beſides a great 
many Towns and Places in the Netherlands, 


the City of Friburg in Pn. and ſeve- 
ral Places in Lorain. | 


As this Peace at Nineguen put an End 
to the Confederacy then ſubſiſting againſt 
France, and deſtroyed all Confidence amongſt 
the ſeveral Powers concerned in it, becauſe the 
Dutchfirſt deſerted their Allies by concluding 
at that Congreſs, a ſeparate Treaty for them- 
ſelves, _ the Spaniards next, and 'then the 

| Emperor 


1 

B eror, $5 that the King of fi, CARS" and 
Floor of Brandenburg bcing thus by all the 
reſt of the Confederates left in the Lurch, 
it produced moſt terrible Conſequences ; for 
theſe two Princes being left at the Mercy of 
France and Sweden, they were obliged. to 
prob a Peace, by a Surrender. of all the 
onqueſts they had made upon the Swedes, 
and were ſo irritated againſt their former Al- 
lies, that they entered into a cloſe Friendſhip 
and Alliance with France, which gave the 
French Ambition its full Swing. The very 
next Year after they had concluded this 
Peace at Nimeguen they ſeized in a violent 
Manner upon the Imperial City of Straſ- 
bourg, and ſet up what they called their 
Chambers of Reunion at Metz, Biſanſin and 
Briſack. Theſe three. new erected Courts 
Were to enquire and decide what Territo- 
ries or Places in Germany ever belonged to 

any Place then poſſeſſed by France; and by 
Virtue of their 505 which were a 
rected -by the Court of Verſailles, that Court 
ſeized by force of Arms e Ni er 
| Faces, in Pere, it pleaſed. 5 


; * this was hbe all: Jews f Fg "ELIE 
the Project of getting the Dauphin elected 
| King of the Romans; and to effect this they 
concluded, that the beſt Way would be to 


get 
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t the Turks.to attack the Emperor, and, if 
poſſible, to draw their Arms into Germany, in 
74 to force the Princes of the Empire to ap- 

LE them fot Relief, which they were re- 
525 ved not to grant but u upon Condition of the 
| auphin's 's being choſen gof the Romans; 
and in this they had flcetelfad, if it had not 
4 | been for that "rave Prince Yohn Schiek, 
2 King of Poland*; for in 1682, the Turks 
invaded. Hung ary with an Army of 200, ooo 
1 Men, and t the Emperor having no Army 
1 ſufficient. for oppoſing their Progrefs, they 
4 wig 4 their ahne 8 With ſu Napidit), 
the 15th of 'Fuly 1685. they had 
7 to and formed the Siege of Vi. 
enna, | If they could have made emſelves 
Maſters of this Capital, it is hi ghly roba- 
ble, that both the Emperor and d En 1 5 
muſt have applied to ihe French for 
cour, and in that Cafe the Dauphin 79080 
have been elected King of the Romans, 
which would have eftabliſhed* that univerſal 
Monarchy they have been long aiming at; 
but the "above-mentioned King of Poland, 
at the Head of a fine Army of Poliſh Troops, 
having joined the Imperial Army under the 
brave Duke of Lor ain 7. they attacked 


* — Grandfather to the young Man, who dy 
made ſuch a Fracas in this Iſland. 1 
We Viandbaber to the ane Emperor, | 


(29 ) 3 
the Turks, and raiſed the Siege on the 12 
of September, after a moſt Peach Bane” . 
which, and in the Siege, it was computed, 
the Ty rt oft $5009 Men of their beſt 
Troops; and the Flower of their Arm my be-. 
ing thus deſtroyed, the Emperor had. ſuch, 
Succeſs at ainſt them for ſome Years after, 
that he might perhaps have returned them 
the Coliigiltnept by beſieging Conftanting; 1 
but as the French had nothing to fear 
the then "King of England, who thought 157 
nothing bir Convert his People to Po- 
Pery, "Mey broke into Germany in 5 488 
With a nöerbus Army, withoat any Pre- 
8 whatloever, and. might then have had 
z00d' Chance for àccompliſhing their 
mbitious Views, if it had not been for the 
505 ingly ſudden and unexpected Revolu- 
tion in England, by which a new Confede- 
racy was formed agalüſt them, and this : 
laſt forced them to conclude a Peace at R 
Wick in 1697, by which they reſtored. a 
great many Places they had poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of, but reſerved the important City. of 
Straſbourg and ſeveral other Wes e 


1 


. 1 » 7 


ally in the Netherlands. | IM 6 A 

Their ſeizing upon the Shani Monarchy - 
in 1700, notwithſtanding the. many En- 
Frets they were under, not to attempt 


"__ 


upon the Rhine and 1 in Tah 3 "but 
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any duch thing, roceeded from the fame 


Cauſe ; but here I muſt confeſs, that the 1 re- 
diculous Treaties of Partition furniſhed them 
with a better Pretence than they have uſually 
had for attacking their Neighbours; How- 
ever, this produc'd ſuch a Confederacy againſt 
them, as had very near brought them to the 
Ruin they deſerv d, and made them keep 

quiet for 20 Years after the, Treaty af 
Utrecht, But no ſooner had they recover'd, 
than they, began .again to think of Diſturb- 
ing the Peace of Europe; and the Diſputes 
5 had happen d about the Oed Com- 


pany, and about ſome. Territories. in Ger- 


many, having furniſh'd them with an A ur. 
ance, that 0 Confederacy could be ſpon form'd' 
againſt them, they ſuddenly attack d the 
Emperor towards The End of 1 [75S both 
ing diſ- 
appointed in theit Defign upon Poland, and 
a Body of Ruſſian Troops having march'd to 
the Wine againſt them, they began to be 
afraid of the Confederacy form'd between the 
Emperor and Empire, the new King of Po- 
land and the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and there- 


fore they readily agreed to a Peace, by which 


they reſtor d many Places they had con- 
quer d, but - reſery'd to themſelves the 
Dutchies of Lorain and Bar, and to a Branch 


of 


Sn (3) 
of their Houſe the N of the s 


Henkes. 


From this ſhort Hiſtory of Py the Wars » and 
Treaties which the French have made for near 
a Centuary paſt, it appears to be the eſtabliſh'd 
Maxim of their Monarchy, to make War as 
often as the Circumſtances of Europe fur- 
niſheth them with an Aſſurance, that no ſuf- 
ficient Confederacy can preſently be form'd 
againſt them, and to agree to a Peace upon 
the beſt Terms they can get, as ſoon as they 
find ſuch a Confederacy form'd, or in a way 
of being form'd againſt them; and what [ 
have already obſerv'd will ſhew, that this is 
the moſt prudent Maxim they can follow; 
becauſe it will, by degrees, increaſe the 
Power of the Houſe of Bourbon, ſo that it 
will become at laſt very difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, to form a ſufficient Confederacy | 
againſt them. This is therefore a general 
and unanſwerable Argument for proving, 
that the late Preliminaries, ſuppoſing them 
to be what have been publiſh'd, were neither 
diſhonourable nor diſadvantageous for the 
Houſe of Bourbon, or any Branch thereof, 
but founded upon a Maxim which they have 
invariably purſued for near à Century paſt, 
and the moſt prudent Maxim they can eſta- 
bliſh as the Rule of their Conduct: And in 
| the 
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